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above the level of the desks is devoted to windows. The most
valuable portion of the window is the upper section; windows
should therefore be carried up nearly to the ceiling. It is also
of great importance that the ceilings of school-rooms should be
white, and that the upper portion of the walls should be light
in tint. This helps to diffuse the light, and mitigates to some
extent the unevenness of natural illumination. Blinds of
a light tint should also be provided. They are sometimes
necessary during the daytime in order to screen the direct
rays of the sun; and when drawn down in the evening they
are of material assistance in reflecting artificial light back into
the room.
The question of daylight illumination in schools has been
considered by the Joint Committee recently appointed by the
Illuminating Engineering Society of London, whose report on
this subject has just been issued (July 1914).1 The natural
lighting of school-rooms is of extreme importance in view of the
fact that such a large proportion of school work is done in the
daytime ; there are some occupations, such as fine sewing, which,,
it is recommended, should only be done by natural light. On
the other hand, the artificial light, while comparatively little
used in the summer, is of importance during the winter time,
especially in northern latitudes. Dr Max Oker Blom,2 of the
University of Helsingfors, points out that there are schools in
some parts of Finland where the sun does not rise at all for two
months during the winter. There are also in many schools
additional adult classes during the evening, where artificial light
has to be used.
Previous to 1908 quite a number of tests on the artificial
lighting of school-rooms had already been carried out and were
described by various medical officers in the British Medical
Journal. As a rule, these observers did not furnish results of
illumination measurements, but merely classified the conditions
by the eye into " good," and " bad/' and " moderate." A more
complete investigation was carried out in the schools of Munich
by a Commission appointed in 1907, and the results of many of
these measurements have been summarised by Dr E. Schilling.3 It
is of interest to note that on this Commission both electrical and
1  Ilium. Eng., London, vol. vii., July 1914.
2  Archiv f. Schulhygiene, Jan. 1911.
3  Indirekte Beleuchtung von Schul- und Zeichesalen mit Gas u. Elektrischen
Bogenlicht (Oldenbourg, Munich, 1907).